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CAUSES

OF TH

READERS OF “THE SUN” ANALYZE |

MERITS OF STR

UGGLE IN EUROPE

Justice of the Contentions of Germany, England, France
and Russia Diseussed—Dangers to the
United States Pointed Out.

Tur S
aniondent
with

has indeed, as one corre-
it, been Inundated

views of letter writers regarding

eXresses

the Buropean war., As much of the
deluge as space will permit is herewlith
printed. Twue Sux, it may be pertinent
to remark, assumes no responsibility
either for any opinlons expressed or

any preponderance of opinion upon one
slde or the other. Ita sole endeavor Is
to presgnt such letters as may be in-
teresting to {ts readers of all shades of
opinion and without regard to nation-
ality. TIts regret is that the exigencies of
#pace prevent the publication of all the
letters it has recelved.

SEES NO WARRANT TO
CRITICISE GERMANY

To Tur Eottor or THe SuUN—§8ir; May
I have the privilege of uttering thes fol-
lowing words of warning through the
oolumns of your respected paper?

President Wilson's plea for the publie
to remaln strictly neutral has special ref-
erence to the offer of mediation he re-
‘cently extended to the warring Powers
of Burope. If we display a tendency to
ba blassed In our opintons the Unlted
Btates w!ll prove unacceptable as a me-
diator, for nowadays the people of all
truly great natlons are known to be back
of tpelr Governments—Germany being no
excaptlon—despite the many odd benevo-
lent attempts recently mado to prove the
ocontrary.

In the flood of recrimination that has
arisen over the European war American
letter writers are rapidly allowing them-
pelves to be drawn into positions that are
false and untenable, and are Ilikely to
expose us to a great deal of ridicule.
For the simple reason that our own handa
ars by no means clan there are at least
four points upon which these gratultous
adverse criticisms of forelgn affalrs are
exceedingly Il advised, namely :

First—The criticism of militarism.

Becond—The eriticism of Austria’'s ao-
tion agalnst Servia.

Third—The criticism of the violation by
& powerful nation of neutralty of an In-
ferior soveregn State.

Fourth-——The criticism of Germany's
abandoned attempt at mediation.

How can we afford to condemn the

militarism of Germany, which I8 a very

a nation of unequalied latent power and
regou , with no dangerous foes on our
borders, with no entangiing alliances and
with 2,000 miles of water separating us
from the scenes of European conflicts,
have afloat to-day a tremendously forml.
dable battle fleet, second to but one fleet
in the world?

How can we, in view of our treatment
of <pain, afford to condemn elther Aus-
tria demand on Servia. or her action

rubsequent toAServia's refusal of this de-

mand Did we agree to have a Spanish
court Investigate for us the destruction |
of the Malne? Nay, nay; we proved to
our own satisfaction that the Malne was
blown up from without and thereupon,

though unable to connect either &panish
eitizens or the Spanish Government di-

reetly with the outrage, we declared war |

on Spain—and spanked her well. What-
ever high mora! grounds we may have
set forth to explain our retention of
Cuba and Porto Rico thess cannot exceed
the justice of the seizure by tha Ger-
mans in 1870 of the province of Alsace-
Lorraine, which was originally German
territory.

We recently refused to recognize the
Huerta Government in Mexico (which sev-
eral great Powers did recognize) because
we claimed that its accessian was Irregu-
lar and rested upon assassination. Huerta
protested that his Installation as President
pro tem. was entirely regular and that
the killing was subsequent to this and
oocasioned purely by
on the part of the prisoners. What-
ever may be the truth of this matter it
fs an undisputed fact
Bervian Government is in office only as a
dAlrect result of the brutal murder by
Bervians of their own King and Queen

Austria did not go so far as to refuse
recognition to the new Servian Covern-
ment, but she dld very logically refusa
to belleve that such a Government would
dmpartially investigate and punish the
murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and
his wife without the presence of Austria’s
representatives at the proceedings This
assumption was especially just in view
of the fact that the murder was the
result of propaganda then very popular in
Bervia,

Why not look facts in the face? If
our unsolicited interference in Mexico
had led to a conspiracy there resulting
in the murder of an American officlal,
even much less prominent than a Pres

dent-elect, we would have handed Mexico |

a very short and harsh ultimatum, and
would have backed It up with our entire
navy and with an army of some 600,000
men. As a matter of fact we were on the
verge of doing all this for a eomparatively
trivial reason. -
we afford

Huw ecan to condemn Ger-
many's violation of the ncutrality of
weaker States when we contemplate our
treatment of Mexico? DIiA the fact that
we would not recognize the Government
pro tem. give us the right to reverse our
P aiug neutral position to the extent
of ralsing the embargo on arms and
thers fosterine a rehellion In a friendly
nelghboring State? We excuse our Inter-
fe o \gh moral grounds, but are
v right' A great many Americans who
) ved and worked Iin Mexico eclaim
thut we are 1eking the “wrong horse”
i that matters will he worse {nstead
of wn!ng better, and Europe evidently
[l 8§ with them

1 1#!de from this, how can we de-
ernt (3 1 the fact that after agree-
inge t p armistice with the Huerta Gov-
' ent we permitted the shipment of
larg: wrpoes of arms for use against
#1211 Government? How can we condemn
the polley of Germany In vielating Belgian |
neutrality as a military exigency when we
wvialated Mexlcan territory by the forcible
eolzure of Vera Cruz (and of its wnter-
worlke fifteen miles d 1) as a military
exiger to pres t the landing of Arms
gor the Mexican (Government?

In what respect has Luxemberg suffered
through the passage of German troops
(and in what respect would Belglum have

mered in permitting & similar passage
of troops) other than in such a blow
o her national pride as we coolly In-
flicted  without even tha farmality of
previous promises of indemnity and terrl-
torial integrity, such as Germany offered?

Mexico has no powerful friends Ry
tha threat of our malled fist we have finally
coerced her Government Ry
the reversal of our orig!nal neutrality, by
the violation (In epirit at laast) of our

de  fic

mmistios and by the forelble seizure of
can territory we have made possible

-
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in-asure of self-defence, when we, |

attempted fight |

that the present |

tha success of a great robelllon In a
neighboring republic,

We know very well that the Niagara
Falls mediation conference threatened at
one time to collapse naltogether unless’
we positively prevented any further direct
shipment of arms to the Mexican rebels.
Yot we are now ridiculing dermany's
mediation in the Austrian matter, which
failed because - the Caar (who Invited
mediation) would not stop mobllizing his
enormous army and even refused to ex-
plain the object of his mobilization.

Is our position either falr or logieal?

Now Yomrk, August 20, AW,

ENGLAND'S ATTITUDE
IN WAR DEFENDED

To THE Ebitor of TnHe SuN—8ir: In
an Interview lately the German Chancellor
snld: ""The most Incomprdhensible feature
of the present conflagration Is the attitude
of Britaln. What does England expect?
Why does she fight 7"

There I8 no doubt that the “OfMclal
German Press Bureau” In New York has
circulated these questions, and bhecause
there is no “"OMcial Enellsh Preas Bureau”
in this eity I venture to give the English
answer, which I am quite sure will be
heartlly Indorsed by every {impartial
American.

To take the last question first, “Why
does she fight” She fights to preserve
the neutrality and territorial integrity of
Belglum, to whicn dermany was also
committad hy a solemn treaty now In-
famously violated. A glance at the map
will remind us that the neutrality and
territorial integrity of Belgium ia as vital
to Britain as, let us say, the territorial
Integrity of Long Island to our United
States. The presence of Germany |n
Belgium would be about as acceptable to
England as the occupation of Staten Isl-
and by Japanese to the State of New
York. To quote S8ir Edward Grey's speech
in the House of Commons on August 3
defining the policy of the British Gov-
ernment :

“The honor and the interest of the
Powers guaranteeing Belglan neutrality
are at least as strong to-day as they were
In 1870, and we cannot take a more nar-
row view or a less serious view o our
obligations than was taken by Mr. Glad-
stone's Government in 18707

And Mr, Gladstone, as Americans know,
was no jingo!

Not only the independence of Belgium
but of Luxemburg was set aside by the
German scheme of Invasion, and the Ger-
man autocratic Government justified the
words of Blsmarck that in case of war
“treaties are not worth the paper they
are written upon.” In a word, Britain is |
fighting to uphold her honor as a treaty |
making Power. She s alsu fghting for |
her own preservation as a world I"nwer‘!
It is not lems true that she is fighting for |
the cause of the independence of the amall
nations.

Britain's cooperation with France was
wholehearted and sincere. It was based
on an understanding between gentlemen
—to use the popular phrase. There was

no quibbling about a treaty-—whether we
meant what we said or sald what we
meant Britain's answer to Germany's

breach of International faith was a sturdy
refusal to assent to Germany's infamous
proposals of neutrality. This she fol-
lowed up by despatching her fleet to the
North Sea-——the real strategle centre of
marine power just now—and her troops
to stand by France's side.

|  That Britain's cooperation was whole-
hearted you can reallze by reading Mr,
Redmond's declaration of Irish patriot-
ism in the House of Commons.

*“The wider knowledge of the real
facts of Irish history,” sald Mr. Redmond,
“has altered the view of the democracy
of England toward the Irish question,
and to-day 1 honestly belleve that the
democracy of Ireland will turn, with
the utmost anxlety and sympathy, to
England in every trial and every danger
that may overtake it

“To-day there are in Ireland two large
| bodies of volunteers. One of them sprang
into existence in the rorth, another has
sprung Into existence in the south

“l say to the Government that they
may to-morrow withdraw every ons of
their troops from Ireland. 1 say that tha
coasts of Ireland will be defended from
foreign invasion by her armed sons—and
for this purpose armed Nationalist Catho-
lics in the south will ba only too glad to
join arms with the armed Protestant
Ulstermen in the north™

England's declaration to stand by the
side of France was supported by the
unanimous vote of the Houss of Com-
mons, as it 18 supported to-day by the
unanimous volee not alons of Britain,
but of every section of her widespread
emplre.

Britons everywhere with calm convic-
tion and with full consciousness of what
| this terrific conflict must Involve, realize
| that anything would be better for thelr
country-—uanything !-—than to slink away
like a frightened cur from t'ie menace
of the Prussian jackboot and risk the
imposition upon Europe, of which Great
Britain is a part, of the absolute domi-
nance of a Power which can act as Ger-
mans have acted In this erisis

The sophistries of Prof. Muensterberg
and other German pedants In this country
who describe this war as ona merely of
Slav agalnst Teuton will not appeal to
Americans, who know from experience
that both races make good American
citizens and that as regards the second
‘ilenrrnlmn born In the United States one

is virtually Indistinguishabla from the
other,
| As fo the German Chancellor's first
| question, “What does England expect”’

Two things chiefly, of which the first is
l!hn safeguarding of the French coaste
and shipping from attack by Germany.
Secondly she expects by sealing up the
German fleet in her home ports or de-
feating it in the North Seca to maintain
the ocean trade routes for the ships of
all countries except tha enemy Both
these things England appears to be ac-
complishing satisfactorily. The Mediter-
| ranean is the second main area of strate-
gic importance and there the warships
of France and England are cooperating
tn defeat the plans of German and Aus-
trian.  Finally England has fulfilled her
| promise to land an expeditlonary force,
| estimated at 200,000 men, for the assist-
| ance of France and Belglum.

England tried long, patlently and earn-
estly to avold war. It was dus chiefly to
the efforts of Sir Edward Cirey that the
present catastrophe dld not arise during

tthe first Balkan war. England would

have made every concelvahle sacrifice
consistent with honor to perpetuates peace
She has all the land she wants and
wmore,. She hns desired nothing bhetter
than to be left alone in honest industry
‘luwl to work with ather countries for the
! advancement of eivilization. 8inee, how-
ever, Germany desired war and not peace
England expects sha will have it apd in
| full measure. Furthermore, England ex-
pects that the Power which has constl-
tuted itself the mad dog of the Eurcpean

crisia will be s0 curbed shortly that the

peacs of Burops will be secured for an-
other long period. Pencr 8. BULLEN,
New York, August 18,

JAPAN'S TRUE AIM
CONTROL OF PACIFIC

To tT™HE Epitor or THE SunN—S8i#r; In
testimony of my competency to speak
with respect to Japan and her ultimatum
to Germany, | spent nearly flve years in
the Orient and travelled much In Japan.
1 think 1 know something of her and
her people. My experience with them has
forced ugon me the conclusion that they
are a non-moral people; that they have
but little sense of honor and are utterly
unworthy of the trust and confidence of
the Oeccidental,

I have never doubted that a confllct be-
tween the United States and Japan was
Inevitable sooner or later, and that it
would have come before now but for
the impoverished condition of Japan and
the economic and political necessity of
her first settling her score with Russia.

The pimary reasons for a conflict be-
tween us and Japan are that we stand
athwart the following ambitions and pur-
poses of the Japanese, which will make
the contest Inevitable and Irrepreasible:
Japan Is determined to sontrol the Pacific
and the trade of the Orlent. S8he he-
llaves it her mission to act as the mentor
and leader of the Aslatics—chlefly, how-
ever for her own glory and her terri-
torial and commercial aggrandizement.
She Is, therefore, determined upon the
establishment and maintenance In the
Orlent of a “Monrosa Doctrine” of her
own, She Is obsessed with the conceit
that she Is superior to the white races,
and It is a thorn In her flesh that the
white rances have not bheen willing to

concede It or admit the Japs to their
ecounclls and countries upon terms of
equallty.

To seoure this recognition she s will-
ing, whan she thinks the time ausplelous
to stake her national existence, All the
hullabaloo she has ralsed over the Call-
fornia 1and question Ila A mere blind to her
true purpose. She ecares nothing for
the land question per se, but is using It
eimply as A means of forcing Ameri-
ecans to recognize and accept her people
on terms of social, politieal and com-
mercial equality

There s no cireumstance or necessity
that warrants Japan projecting herself
Into the unfortunate contest now on In
Europe. She |s simply taking advantage
of the situation for her own aggrandize-
ment and to strengthen herself against the
United States under cover of fulfilling her
treaty obligationa with England. Her
sole purpose |8 to even an old score with
Germany and s0 to profit by this FEuro-
pean conflict as to make ready for the
contest with the United States, which it
is her undoubted Intention to wage when
she feels herself equal to the task.

Japan's ultimatum to Germany oon-
fronta our country with a very grave sit-
uation, far greater than our average citl-
zen realipes. ‘1t demands pronipt and vig-
orous handling if we would postpone
grave complications that lle in the future
It is a calamity that our country has at
the helm in such a crisis two such im-
practioal doctrinaires as Mr. Wilson and
Mr. Bryan, men who seam to prefer peace
to national honor and the prestige of the
nation.

This Is no tim= for coquetting with the

dove of peace and promulgating platitud- |
inous sentiments to lofty and nltrulstie)
purposes and motives, but to deal with|

| this situation in its practical aspects and , What

&0 handle it now that {t may not develop
eventually to our detrimant and possibly |
our urdolng. If the President and Mr.
HBryan are faithful to the best Interests
of our country now and for the future
they will nip Japan's plans in the bud at|
once by giving her to understand In no
uncertain terms that we will not regard
with indifference her entrance {nto this
contest and that If she doea take the part
indicated by her ultimatum to Germany
we will feel compelled to immediately |
take the necessary steps to protect and |
conserva our present welfare and potential
interests for the future.
A. SioNEY LANIER.
RicuMond, Va., August 21,

LIKES GERMA.-\'S.“;JUT NoT
GERMANY’S MILITARISM

To THeE EpiTor or THE BUN—Sir: 1
do not believe that the German peopls |
wanted war; this country does not want
war; the natlons of the world do not
want war. This Is why we the Ameri-
can people ara so bitter agalnst the
ruler of '"he German nation |

Wa llke the German race individually
We do not like their militarism, the cock- |
sureness of thelr officials In army and
navy. We did not like it at .\l!\nlln.|
The Presldent's appeal not to take sides
is right as far as lending ald, but no|
one can smother the hope in every Amer- |
can heart that the Kaiser will get his
lesson and get it rpeedily

THOMAS JEWETT HALLOWELL.

New York, August 21,

ENGLAND'S SINCERITY
IN WAR ATTACKED

To THE Epitor or THE SuN—Sir: Some
of our newspapers seem to have taken
the position that England’'s war upon
Germany was caused solely by the fact
that German troops entered Beigium with-
out the consent of the Belgiun Govern-
meent. 18 It really any editor's opinion,
which he desires to convey to his read-
ers, that England would have refrained
from striking at Germany at this ap-
parently favorable opportunity Iif Ger-
many had moved {ts forces into France
directly rather than by way of Belglum?

Do the disposition of the French fleet,
plainly showing reliance upon England
to protect France In the Channel, and the
speecheg of Sir Edward Grey seem con-
sistent with such a view? Furthermore,
what possible justification could thers bs
for the British Government, before the
British peopls, If It causad such a sac-
rifice of men and treasure, merely to
punish Germany for passing over Belgian
ground?

It is diMecult for me to understand how
any one can serlously argue that Eng-
land's attack was caused by the invasion
of Belgium and not by the same greed
which caused her In Ireland, In French
and Dutch India, In French Canada, In
Dutch Africa, in Hongkong, in Dutch
and Spanish West Indles and South Amer-
lea, in Duteh Australasia and, in fact, all
over the world, to take what she wanted
and to Injure and destroy her competl-
tons whenever possible.

The apologists who advance the In-
adequate and improbable Belglan excuse
seem to me to be the accusers rather
than the defenders of Britain, unless we

are to assume that war {s desirable
merely as war. Furthermore, 1t might
be noted that England already, before

doing anything to ald Belglum, has geized
sufficient of Germany's shipping and col-
onles and destroved enough of her trada
to make n differenca of millions of pounds
to the Rritish,

me evening paper published a lstter
from Willlam G Willeox {n which he In-
timated that the sympathy of the Amerl.
can people Is with the Russian-Japanesa-
Servian-English-French-Belglan combina-
tlom and that that is so because of the
Amerieans’ Impartiality and not because
of thelr ignorance of Furopean-Asiatic
conditions, nor of any dislike to Germans
individually nor of any lack of apprecia-
tion of the real meaning of this war even
0 far an America & concerned,

Mr. Willcox seems to take the pos!.
tion that Russia's preparationa to go to
the nid of Servia were justifiabla and that
Russia did not provoke the war, hut
that Austria and Germany d1d, Ta not the
Austrian-Servian situation very similar
to what would have been the United
“tates-Mexican situation If Gen. Huerta's
friends Instead of belng wsuspeoted of

murdering President Madere were abeo-

lutely known to have 'murdered him as
well as Mrs. Madero and a considerable
number of their friends and then had set
up and maintained a government?

Suppose that then they continuously agi-
tiated in our Stste of New Mexico (for-
merly a part of their country of Mexlico,
taken from It by force and still largely
peopled by the same race) agalnst the
sovereignty of the United States. Then
when one of our most prominent men
with hls wife went on official duty to the
capital of New Mexico. they caused thelr
dellberate murder, Remembering our
premises that (ng In Servia admittedly
I8 the case) thess murderers never have
been punished for thelr original assassi-
nations, but actually are in control of the
Government and are all the time actively
engaged in trying to disrupt the United
States, I8 it your opinion that the United
Stutes should have alowed them to put
themeslves on trial, Jjudge thelr own
caees and award their own punishments
(7), or do you think that it would have
been not only right but necessary for the
United States If It wers to exist as a
responsible Government to be sure that
the murderers and agitators were pun-
ished and that the Intriguing should stop?

Now was not the Austrian-8ervian slt-
uation very similar to that Imaginary
Mexlcan situation, only much more ag-
gravated?

What we actually did do without any
such necessity or provocation Indicates
what we would have done under those
clreumstances, What then would we
have thought of some half civilized Co-
lorsus with an army six times as large
us ours which had calmly prepared to
suport! our murderous, Intrigulng ad-
versary and with his allles had endeav-
ored to give the world the Impreasion
that we were the disturbers of peace?

In this terrible war the aympathy and,
#0 far as It lawfnlly may be, the aid of
every American seems to me due to the
opponents of the English, Japaness, Ber-
vian, French, Russian and Helgian masses,

In the first place every American fa-
millar with his country’'s history must
still feel anything but friendly toward
that England which fought against us
not as a civilizged country but with the
nid of cruel savages and against women
and childran; that England which, unless
on ome occasion when her interest was
the other way, has neglected no oppor-
tunity to strike at this country and which,
as A glance ut the map and the history
shows without possibllity of contradiction,
has seized and plundered wll over the
globe ; that England which has replaced
her former alllances with the American
savages by an alllance with Asiatics
against the whites, an alliance with
Japan, a power which Hnglmul herself
and every country except the United
States regards as nearly certain to make
wne upon the United #Htates

Sccondly, with Austrin and Garmany
# fs & war of defence and of self-preser-
vation, while Russia fights only for ag-
grandizement and to distract attentlon
from her internal troubles. France hasonly
the ¢xcuss that she was with Russia, right
or wrong, and England's apology that she
could not permit Germans to march
through Helglum certainly seemsa absurdly
inadequate I hava not heard Japan's
excuse, but without much difficuity she
should find one as plausible as those of
her allles

Japan brings me to my “in the third
place * She will emerge from u defeat
of Germany greatly strengthened for that
conflict with us to which she is looking
forward and for which she is preparing
reason is there to believe that Eng-
land, after fighting with savages against
us, and with Japanese and Russians
against civilized and to her by blood re-
lated Germany, would sympathize with
us rather than with the ally to whom
she would be indebted when the Japanese-
American war arrives?

Not only past experience, not only
the merits of the present situation, but
even self-interest and the wish for the
preservation and peace of his pon;‘«lr and
his country all seem to me to call upon
the patriotic American to onposa the
Asiatie-European alllance H B L

PLEADS FAIR PLAY FOR
GERMANY'S CAUSE

To THe Eprtor oF THE SUN—8ir: THE
BuNDAY Sux of the 16th brings a letter
from Btewart Browne viewing and critl-
cising the Germans and the descendanta
of (jermans on account of objecting to
the atitude of the American press toward
the Germans, yes, toward Germany aned
the Kalser.

If news Items were only published
thers could be no objections to them,
but It is not that. It is the comments
thereon and the editorials, marked by
anlmosity, contempt. aye, even hatred,
that have ecalled out every man Wwho
wants fair play and has a spark of Ger-
muan manhood left in his breast, be he
German or American born

I am an American, horn of German
parents, who came here in 1852. 1 never
saw Germany, but I admire it for its
greatness, its art, culture, sclence, re-
search and learning. 1 admire the Kal-
ser, the professor, the soldier, the peas-
ant and workman, all of whom have
made CGermany great and glorious, and
these men and these qualities belittled
by people * * * 1 refraln to speak
of their records

The German born and American born
of German descent would be cads and
poltroons unworthy of their manhood did
they not vigorously resent Would an
Irishman, an Englishman, a Frenchman
or any other man with any spark of right
or respact left tolerats 17

Reverting again to the letter compl!-
mentary, we are told the Germans, 70
per cent. of them, left thelr country to
escape military service, We have in thia
country an organization of many thou-
sands, the German Kriegerbund, com-
posed of men who fought and bled in
German wars. Did they escaps mlilitary
service? Agaln, did the 200,000 Germans
who fought in the war between the North
and South for thelr adopted country es-
cape military service?

Slurs llke these are unealled for: they
are resented. The Germans from the very
beginning had to fight to make their
presence felt in this country, They often
recalved any but scant recognition, al-
though of all the Immigrants who came
to this land they were the most orderly
and law abiding. ‘They brought more
learning, more money, more qualities than
any of the othern

It s true of late the American papers
have receded somewhat, but the harm has
been dons and will not easily be forgot.
ten.

How

can the
toward England?
but only England's
Americans apologize for the American
Revolution and the war of 18127 The
Fnglish navy rules the sea; the Amer!-
oans were informed af that the other day:
“The Atlantic |8 clear of the enemy.”
Wait till American ships are searched
in this war for contraband, then we will
hear a howl go up, which at the present
time 18 qweecent, although Japan, Eng-
land's nlly, Is taking the first steps not
only inimiecal to Germany but to Ameriea.

Perhaps in time we will be friendly
with Germany, with the Kaiser, when our
eyea are opened and our minds are clear
by acknowledging tha fact that England
{8 not and never was our friend; that
France «nd Russia, although they have
done us a few favors, are not with us
in the hour of our troubles; and then
who will be our friend?

JouN BrowN,
New York, August 20,

ENGLAND'S RAPACITY
BLAMED FOR WAR

To T™ME Enitor oF THe Bun—S8ir: Tt
must hurt one and all who know better,
yes, know that the exact opposite 18 true,
to read in American newspapers that the
German Kalser is the cause of this war.

American feel kindly
She Is greit, true,
friend. Shall we

That he {s a paranolac, A& crazy man run-
ning amuek, plunging Germany and Eu-
rope into a “hell boil"”

You who have eyes ¢o read and a mind
to think read this and then do your own
thifking.

The war of 1870-1871 between France
and Germany was folsted upon Germany
by Napoleon III. and his Spanish wife,
Eugenle.  After Queen Isabella of Spain
fied from Spaln, Spain was without a
ruler and they choss a German Prince to
become King of Bpaln.

Napoleon I1L, Emperor of France, sent
Ambassador Henedett! with the message
to Willlam I, King of Prussia, then in
Bath-Ems taking his summer vacation,
that he (Napoleon) would not allow &
German to become King of Spain. Na-
poleon’'s wife being Mpanieh he and she
considered themselves next to Spain not
only In the grapuical sense. King
Willlam wsald, “For my part the Span-
fards may get a king ahers they please:
but for harmony's aan<e I shall see that
the German will not accept the crown
of Spain"”

Willlam thought the affair thereby con-
cluded, but the Ambassador returned af-
ter communicating with Napoleon and
Eugenla with lpe mesaaps that that would
not satiafy, but thal a document should
be created In which King Willlam for him-
self, his helrs and suocessors would bind
himself never to allow a German to becoma
King of Spain, Thereupon King Will-
imm ross, turned his eack upon the Am-
batsador and sald, “You see what I am
doing. Report thils as my answer.”
Whereupon France declared war upon
Germany.

This war declaration and proclamation
came llke a stroke of apoplexy upon Ger-
many There had not been even a
stormy cloud on the politioal gorizon, Ger-
many was entirely unprepared. The 74th
infantry regiment in Emden, my native
town, had to hasten wvack from summer
encampment to thelr armory for their war
equipments. Yet the Germans were In
I'rance Lefore the Fren:h cia'l get over
the unprotected border and all the war
was waged In France,

After France was vanquished and peace
made the two former German provinces,
Alsace and Lorraine, where German was
apoken, came back to Germany, and Ger-
many was =0 very tenlent with France
that they could pay <he war indemnity
right off. Germany could have got ten
timer as much.

Since then, for forty-three and a half
vears of mobilized peace, France has been
howling revenge. Germany, expecting in-
vasion from day to day, had to kesp her-
self armed In equal ratio. But France did
not have courage to tackle Germany alone,
In spite of having to keep pace with
France In arithmetical progreasien Ger-
many made such unprecedented progress
in sclence, industry and oversea commerce
that England, formerly the world's bro-
ker, saw herself lagging behind. It saw
that It could not eompete with Germany
in & peaceful way, so It resolved to smash
its competitor, no International law as yet

preventing Yea, it is England's eco-
nomie necessity if she will not fall Into
peaceful desuetude.

England is entirely dependent on Its
oversea commerce—cannot feed terself,
not even London England started to
bulld  dreadnoughts and superdread-
noughts Germany knew what that
meant. Germany had to butld new war-

ships and tax {ts country's resources %o
the utmost. “Proud Alblon" was too
much a coward & measure lengths with
Germany alone,

Germany made an appeal to her
wealthy people to part with quite a share
of thelr wealth for the saving of the
Fatherland.

Russia, repulsed by Japan in the East,
now turns west its mouth of rapacity.

England, fanning the French flame
of vengeance and the Russian flame of
rapacity, now uses these to the pitied, be-
nighted people and thalr poor populace
for her own selfish end—to pull for Eng-
land English chestnuts out of the fire in
this their most desperate struggle for
existence. 1 fear not for Germany; but
my heart aches for the sacrifices she has
to suffer and has to inflict. Garmany will
not lose Hesides from 8,000,000 to 12.-
000,000 men, 2,000,000 German women
will take the fleld. They are all willing
to die for Fatherland and thelr Kalser,
whom they all adore.

Hexry F. RiscuH, M. D.
August 18,

“DESPICABLE ACT,” SAY
. MEN OF GERMAN BLOOD

|

To THE Epitor oFr THE BSuN—Sir:
' Your editorial entitled “A Monstrous Tm-
L;.udpnre" expresses just indignation over
a despicable act on the part of a small
group of Germans residing in America
who for purposes hest known to them-
selves at this time assume the titls of
“German Americans.” Nevertheless your

Brooklyn,

|

!

editorial should not pass unchallenged,
since It Implles an attack, perhaps unin-
tended, upon all Americans of CGerman
descent.

We, the undersigned, conslder oursalves
Americans and nothing else. We are cit-
Izens of the United States and fully ap-
preciate the opportunities which our great
nation Is extending to us, We cannot
understand by what process of reasoning
we should Imagine ourselves bound by any
other allegiance except to the Btars and
Stripes.

We belleve wa express the sentiments of
n greater proportion of Americans of Ger-
man extraction than did the underhanded
clique which trled to sow dlssension In
Californin by writing an uncalled for note
to the Governor of one State instead of ad-
dressing the Chief Executive of a united
nation—a treasonable act which should
be punished as such.

Thousands of us Americans (we will
not allow ourselves to be called anything
else) have enjoyed the liberty and pros-
perity of the United States for many
years and we know no loyalty save to our
own Government and recognize no inter-
ests save those of this our country.

A Grovr or AMERICANS
or GERMAN DEBCENT.

New Yomx, August 21.

ASKS WHY “NO PRUSSIAN
VILLAGE MOURNS"

To rum Evrrorn or Tus Sun—§8ir: The
Army of the Meuss is burning its Saxon
tia. ‘The Bwiss in Basel are tending
Warttemhergers, A single hamlet in the
Behleswig duchy lost five boys on Wednes-
day and ths petty district of which It s
a part lost clighty In all on that day
At Longwy the Hanoverian and Ha.
varian dead and wounded cumber the
carth, It was thus also In 1870.71

We hnave many thoughtful German
American fellow citizens; they know the
renson, But also we have many unthink-
ing German American fellow citizens
Will you not for thelr advantage detall
the reason of state which results In
the fact that no Prussian village mourns?

New York, August 21, C. 8 D

PUTS SOLE BURDEN OF
BLAME ON THE KAISER

To rie Epitor or THe Bun—S8ir: Will
you permit me to give expreasion to
a small portion of that opinidn of the
American people on Germany's present
conflict invited by ‘her Chancellor in his
remarkable statement recently published
in New York papers?

The responsibility for the present war
lles at Germany's door and upon the
Kalser as the head of her militsry party
Without her backing Austria would never
hava dreamed of engaging HRussia over
Servia. And as between Austria and
Servia, while the assassination of the
Austrian Archduke is to ba regretted, It
was but Bervia's attempt to be rid of
the oppressor, of the one who might have
become her arch oppressor,

But the latter eveny was but a mere
pretext for the acts of Austria and Ger.
many. The truth ls Germany wanted
war, Her enormous war machine of so
many years bullding must be tried out.
Her haughty military spirit must be
satisfled. The Insolence and arrogance
of a natlon mad with pride must be
wreaked upon any who dared to oppose
her will. Germany's mask is off. She is
now ghowing openly for what she has been
preparing for years—utterly ruthless,
knowing no law but the sword, an outlaw
among the nations, her hand against the
world. Is It any wonder that her appeals
for American sympathy must fall upon
deaf ears?

And what we do not glve freely we
cannot ba scared into by the threat of
pan-8lavie domination and barbarism-—a
bogy man mater! lized over night to give
semblance of justice to Germany’'s am-
bition to domimste Europe and through
Europe the world. True, the last hours
of Germany's victims may be eased by
thelr gratitude to ths Kalser for having
rescued them from Russlan barbarism, but
we doubt If their extremity would wel-
ocome more the keen edged sword of elvil-
fzed Germany than barbarie Russia's.

With all sympathy for the Germapnp peo-
ple as such, simple. kindly, home loving
folk plunged Into misery and suffering
by the madness of thelr masters, perhaps
the greatest comfort which ean be of-
fered them s that with Germany's in-
evitabla defeat in this world struggle will
come the end of militarism in Europe,

Jou~ RIDGWAT.

New York, August 21

A GENTLE HINT TO
GERMAN AMERICANS

To e Eprror oF THr Sun—8Sir: Anent
the entry of Japan into the great war

= WAR AS VIEWED BY “SUN" REA

DERS

“——

and the consequent efforts of our frlioy
citizens of German origin to irfluensg
our forgign policy In the shaps of ppe
tests to Washington and to Gov. Hiram
Johnson of Californla, would it no i
far more admirable to further the peace
medlation efforts of the President ritier
than the war plans of Germany?

What a tremendous step toward the
stoppage of the carnage and destructiog
now going on all over Europe |f s
German  Amerlean  citizens would
mass meetings all over the counir
foin In a monster petition of 100t
apalnst the war and plead for peace ooy
atlon as propoged by our humane ay |
President! What an example this 1
be to other nationals domiclled o
uralized here!

The diMculty with our German Ay
Is

can friends that they are far 1 g
concerned with the success of the 0
plans of the military staff .t |
rather than with the humanitar
deavors at Washington,

Is It possible that our pro.is -

citizens are nlso under the mys: "
of the Malled Fist?

Let such petitions be drawn and! =
by the several groups of naturalize|
gens here, and each one be carrled ovey
and presented by the Red Cross e
tingent delegation from this side for the
work of mercy and rellef to the unhappy
victims of this lapse Into the Stone Age,
That would be real Americanism and real
meutrality Davin Gorpox

New York, August 20,

PLEA FOR EXPRESSION
OF PUBLIC OPINION

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN-—Sir: 1t wilj
be unfortunate If President Wilsn'y
carnest and sincere appeal for odera.
tion of expression ba construed to require
A cessation of all discussion relative to
the issues now at stake In the Furopean
embroilment.

A war on such a glgantic scale as
this, with the accompanying slaughter of
thousands wha'have not the least quar.
rel with one another, Is an evil and
monstrous thing. Whatever persons, inst.
tutions or conditions may prove to be re-
sponsible for it deserve to be held up to
the abhorrence of mankind, that hereafter

thelr example or Influence may be
shunned and avoided

I express no opinion hers as to ths
reaponsibilities But should it appeur

that the present issues are, or should a
situation develop where the [ssues becomg
L question between the old order and the
new, "our side of this question s settled
for us. our place is on the slde of fres
institutions.' In such case those of us
wiho percelve the realities should “not be
unseasonuble In the expresasion of our re.

gard,” nor ought we “in the hour of
utmost perll withhold such encourage.
ment as might be properly and lawfully

glven and when the crisis 18 past over.
whelm the rescued sufferer with kKindness
It is “not necessary that we should fur-
nish armies or navies to the causs whioh
we belileve to be the just one.”” To quote
further from the eloquent declarations of
Daniel Webster ninety years ago
“The public opinion of the civiliged
world is already able to oppose the most
formidable obstruction to the progress of
injustice and oppression; and as {t grows
more intelilgent and more Intense It will
be more and more formidable. It muy be
silenced by military power, but it cannot
be conquered. TUntll this be propitiated
or satisfled it is vain for power to talk
elther of triumphs or repose. It follows
the oonqueror back to the very scene of
his ovatlons. ® ® ® [t turns to bit.
terness the cup of his rejoicing and
wounds him with the sting which belongs
to the consciousnesas of having outraged
the opinion of mankind.”.
Such an Intelllgent publle opinion, tha
terror of «appressors and tyr £ >
only evolve from a frank facing of the
lssues and a full and free dlscussion Ta
keep such discussion within the b s
of moderation and to conduct It
charity to all and malice toward 3
Is the ideal for whioh we should strive
But to seek to go further and to with.
hold from whichever contenders we feel
to have the just cause those sympathetle
expressions that cheer and hearten thoss
wit are bearing the brunt of conflicy
while we wait to see which side may have
the heaviest battallons, goes beyond a
counsel of perfection and reaches moral
cowardice
And &f in the course of the discussions
requisite to develop public oplnion some
unfortunately may exceed the bounds of
modaration and give expression to opin-
fons distasteful or perhaps even abhor
rent to the majority let them be unme.
lested in order that they may serve, in
the words of Jeffarson, *“‘as monuments
to the safety with which error of opinion
may be tolerated if rcason be left fres w0
combat {t." A. C. PLETDELL
New Yorx, August 21.
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